Course Syllabus 2024-2025
9th Grade Honors English I
Ms. Collins
Email: pretoria.collins@henry.k12.ga.us
Room 115

Textbook Used: HMH Into Literature; Physical and Digital Copies of the textbook will be available. 
Course Description: During the course, the students will focus on vocabulary, writing, and various genres of literature, including drama, short stories, poetry, and novels and nonfiction. The Georgia Standards of Excellence/ Henry County Teaching and Learning Standards will guide all instruction.
Honors Expectations: All honors students will be required to not only meet the expectations of 9th grade English but will also be expected to: engage in advanced analysis and synthesis of texts, conduct authentic and extended research, and incorporate advanced speaking and listening skills.

Materials Required: 
Chromebook
1 ½ inch 3 ring binder
College ruled notebook paper 
6 divider tabs
1 subject spiral notebook 
Pens (Black or Blue) 
Highlighters 
Index cards 4X6 

Course Outline and Content: During the course, students will focus on vocabulary, reading (literature and informational texts), writing, speaking and listening, and language skills. 
Unit 1: The Bond Between Us/ Introduction to Close Reading/ Narrative Writing 
Unit 2: Finding Common Ground/ Informational Writing 
Unit 3: The Struggle For Freedom/ Argumentative Writing 
Unit 4: A Matter of Life and Death/ Argumentative Writing 
Unit 5: Sweet Sorrow/ Informative Writing 
Unit 6: Heroes and Quests/Romeo and Juliet/ Narrative Writing 
Special Assignments and Projects: These will include formal writing assignments, presentations, videos, and other special projects that students will be required to complete twice a semester.

Policies and Information 

WHS Student Non-negotiables- The Woodland Way: 
● Arrive to class on time 
● Adhere to the 20/20 rule 
● Adhere to the WHS Dress Code 
● Submit all assignment to the teacher on time
● No cell phone usage (including air pods, headphones, etc.) inside the classroom - Please review the 2024-2025 Cell Phone Policy attached to this document, sign and return. 
● Use appropriate language in the building 
● Everything A.C.E.S.

School- Wide Grading Requirements
	Practice Work
	Assessment Tasks
	Semester Summative Assessment Task

	Class work, homework, formative assessments, diagnostic assessments, written reflections, etc. 
Will be graded for accuracy or completion
	Constructed response assessments, selected response assessments, reflective assessments, summative unit assessments, performance tasks, projects
	Assesses the totality of the standards for the course. An End of the Course (EOC) Test; the semester summative assessment will be the EOC at the completion of the full course.

	Counts 40% of the grade
	Counts 40% of the grade
	Counts 20% of the grade








Department Late Work and Makeup Work Policy: 
1. Late work is accepted for practice work on the first day it is late; on the second day late the max score is a 73; the third day late the score will be inputted as missing.
2. Late work is accepted for assessment work on the first day it is late; on the second day late the max score is a 73; the third day late the score will be inputted as missing.
3. For absences, students will have the number of days equal to the number of days of the absence to turn in make-up work.  Work assigned prior to the absence—if due during the absence—will be due immediately upon return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for make-up work upon return from an absence.  If the student missed notes from a lecture, it is the student’s responsibility to copy the notes from a peer.
Students assigned Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) will be allowed to make-up work upon return to school. The number of days to complete make-up work is commensurate with the number of days of OSS (i.e. 3 days of Out-of-School Suspension = 3 days to make up work missed). 

English Department Only Amnesty Day: 
1. Amnesty Day will fall during the 8th week of each nine-week grading period (twice a semester). 
2. Practice work will be accepted; selected quizzes, projects and/or assessments will be accepted at the teacher’s discretion. 
3. Students must submit a completed form with parent signature along with the finished assignment on Amnesty Day. 
4. The teacher may decide which quiz, project, or assignment may be turned in on Amnesty Day based on the needs of individual students. 
5. The highest grade possible for any late assignment turned in on Amnesty Day is a 70%. 
6. Any plagiarism or cheating on any assignments throughout the school year forfeits participation in Amnesty Day. 

Academic Integrity Policy: 
Academic integrity is a fundamental value of quality education; therefore, Woodland High School will not tolerate any acts of cheating, plagiarism, or falsification of school work. Should it be determined that an academic integrity violation has taken place, the school reserves the right to assign a grade of a zero and submit a disciplinary referral to the appropriate Assistant Principal. The school also reserves the right to remove or suspend enrollment in any Advanced Placement/Honors classes as well as Academic Honor Societies. 

Plagiarism Policy: 
The following is considered plagiarism or cheating on any school work or tests, and will result in a grade of “0”: 
● Copying work or answers from other students in part or in whole; 
● Copying word for word from a book or any source in part or in whole without using proper MLA format for quoting and citing. 
● Allowing another student to “borrow” work and/or present other students’ work as his/her own in part or in whole. 
● Using supplemental materials on a test or other school work. Supplemental materials might include but is not limited to cell phone communications of any sort, cheat notes of any kind from any type of source. 
● All inappropriate supplemental sources (Cliff Notes, etc.) should not be brought to class. 
● Working with others on projects that are meant to be done individually. 
● Removing test materials from the classroom to share with other students. 
● Taking papers or information from other students, publications, or the internet. 

Communication Information: 
Parents and students are expected to check Google Classroom and Infinite Campus frequently for assignment details and student grades. 
*The most efficient means of communication is via email. *
Students are expected to sign up for Remind for assignment updates and reminders: 
Text: @whs9thho
To: 81010

Tutorial Hours:
Tuesday 7:45- 8:10 AM
Tuesday  3:20- 4:00 PM  by appointment only
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STUDENT/PARENT CONSENT OF UNDERSTANDING: I have read and understand all of the objectives, requirements, and expectations for:
9th grade Honors English I and the WHS cell phone policy 
Student Printed Name: ____________________________________________________________
Class Period: ___________
Student signature______________________________________________    Date ______________
 
Parent Signature_______________________________________________   Date________________ 
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Woodland High School
Cell Phone Classroom Contract 2024-2025

The teachers and adm

stration care deeply about the success of your child in his or her classes; therefore,
we have adopted a school-wide cell phone policy to better facilitate your child’s learning. We anticipate that
this policy will greatly enhance the success of all students whe adhere to the policies outlined below.

Gell phone use

prohibited without permission by the teacher or supervising adult. By signing this contract,
student and parent(s)/guardians acknowlodge the following rules: however, this policy will be enforced,
regardless of whethor you sign the contract or not.

£1 Upon entering the cla:

sroom, the student is required to place his/her coll phone into the designated
charging station or area specified by your teacher or supervising adult. The phone must stay safe and
in the charging station until all classroom activities have been
the end of class.

:ompleted. The phone must remain secured un

Q Gell phones will only be

:d as directed by the teacher or supervising adul

0 Should the student be caught violating the rules above and/or engaging in ac
inappropriate for coll phone use in the classroom, the following will occur:

that are obviously

1st Offanse- Teacher or supervising adult will issue an initial verbal warning to the student, followed by
parental contact

2nd Offense- Teacher or supervising adult may collect the phone and send it or take it to the front office.
Phone will be sectred by the staff of the front office and will be plcked up by the student at the end of the
chool day.

Srd Offense- Teacher or supervising adult may collect the phone and send it or take it to the front office.
Phone will be secured by the staff of the front office and will be roturned by parent pick-up only at the ond
of the school day. Students will receive a discipline referral

1 to tm in the phone to the teacher or supervising adult will automatically result in the 3rd

0 Additionally, the teacher reserves the right to ban any student from cell phone usage in class at any
time should the cell phone be misused.

lew Henry County Handbook Addition a:

f 22-23 School Year*

In an extended offort to ensure the safety of all Henry Gounty students, the Henry Gounty Board of Education
has amended thelr handbook regulations for cell phone usage for the 22-23 school year and beyond, as waell.
Any student found to be using their cell phone to film and/or post images of anyone in the bullding without tho





